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The thoughts of these men were of themselves,
their faith, and their problems of existence. The
strongest ties were those that held together,the
people of a town, closely knit in the bond of a
civil and religious covenant. Next above these
were the ties of the colony, with its general court
or assembly composed of representatives of the
towns, its governor and other officials elected by
the freemen, and its laws passed by the assembly
for the benefit and well-being of all. Higher still
was the loose bond of confederation that was
fashioned in 1643 for the maintenance of order,
peace, and security, in the form of a league of
colonies. Highest, but weakest of all, was the
bond that united them to England, recognized
in sentiment but carrying with it no reciprocal
obligations, either legal or otherwise. To the
average inhabitant of New .England, the mother
country was merely the land from which he had
come, the home to which he might or might not
return. He had practically no knowledge of Eng-
land's plans or policy, no comprehension of her
purpose toward her colonies or the place of the
colonies in her own scheme of expansion. He
was absorbed in his own affairs, not in those of
England; in the commands of God, not in those of